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Meeting Overview

• Project Overview
– Purpose and Need
– Project Area

• Alternative Concept Plans
– Alternative 2
– Alternative 3

• Discussion of historic preservation effects



Project Purpose and Need:
• Project Purpose: 

– The purpose of the project is to improve multi-modal safety and access 
on the Maryland Avenue, NE corridor by calming travel speeds, turning 
speeds, shortening pedestrian crossing distances, providing pedestrian 
refuge islands, and providing new bicycle facilities. 

• Project Need: 
– Pedestrian Safety and Access. Pedestrian safety crossing Maryland 

Avenue is an issue for accessing civic uses, including the Northeast 
Branch Library, Stanton Park, and schools on either side of Maryland 
Avenue, and transit. The diagonal alignment of Maryland Avenue also 
creates “soft” right turn geometries that allow relatively high-speed turns 
that create hazards for pedestrians crossing side streets.

– Vehicular Safety. Crash rates have increased in the corridor from 2005-
2012 and speeding by motorists along the corridor, especially in the off-
peak periods.

– Bicycle Access. There is a lack of designated east-west bicycle facilities in 
the broader neighborhood. A bicycle lane on Maryland Avenue is 
recommended in the 2005 Bicycle Master Plan and the Bicycle Element of 
MoveDC (2014). 



Maryland Avenue Project Area



Key Transportation 
Safety Issues:
• Increasing number/rate of crashes
• Speed-related crashes
• Turning-related crashes
• “Multiple-threat” crash risk at uncontrolled 

pedestrian crossings
• Long crossing distances for pedestrians
• Substandard sight lines



L'Enfant Plan of 1791, National 
Register of Historic Places

Maryland 
Avenue, NE



Capitol Hill Historic District Boundary



Historical Perspective on 
Maryland Avenue NE

Maryland Ave. and 12th Street, 1909-1932 



Maryland Ave. between 
14th and 15th Streets NE

Original wide 
planted 

median (NPS)

4 ft. wide 
concrete 
median

1947



Maryland Avenue in 1951: Two 
travel lanes and wide median

Maryland Avenue at 
7th and D Streets, NE



Maryland Avenue at 
8th Street, NE

Maryland Avenue in 1951: Two 
travel lanes and wide median



Historical Perspective on 
Maryland Avenue NE

• How has Maryland 
Avenue changed over 
time?

• Photo shows addition 
of new traffic islands, 
signals, and 
streetlights between 
2nd and 3rd Streets on 
Maryland Ave. in 1956 
(The Evening Star)





NPS Medians- Transferred Reservations



Maryland Avenue in 1964: Four 
travel lanes and narrow median



MARYLAND AVENUE
PERMANENT CONCEPT PLANS

ALTERNATIVES:
NO-BUILD (EXISTING)

ALTERNATIVE 2
ALTERNATIVE 3



ALTERNATIVE 2



Alternative 2- Retains 4 lanes. Adds curb 
extensions to shorten crossings, slow turning 
vehicles



Alternative 2- E Street & 9th and 
10th Streets:

New 
Traffic 
Signal

Remove 
Traffic 
Signal



Alternative 2- Elliott and G Streets



ALTERNATIVE 3



Alternative 3- Removes 2 travel lanes, adds wide 
median, left turn pockets, bike lanes, curb 
extensions to shorten crossings to slow turning 
vehicles



Alternative 3 - 3rd Street and around 
Stanton Park to 6th Street:

Maryland Ave., NE



Alternative 3– 6th Street to D 
Street:



Alternative 3 - 7th/D St. cluster:

• Retains elements of the existing temporary safety 
treatment



Alternative 3 - 7th/D/MD Rendering:



Alternative 3 - 7th to 9th Street:

• Note: narrow median adjacent to turn lanes will 
be omitted throughout the corridor. 



Alternative 3 - E St./9th/10th/MD

• Removal of E St. traffic signal and median cut
• Traffic signal proposed for 10th and Maryland

New 
Traffic 
Signal

Remove 
Traffic 
Signal



Alternative 3 at 9th/10th/E and Maryland:

Rendering illustrates the uninterrupted 
“view-shed” of historic L'Enfant plan.



Alternative 3 at 9th/10th/E and Maryland:



Alternative 3 at 9th/10th/E and Maryland:



Alternative 3 - 11th Street to 13th Street:

• Curb extensions to slow turning vehicles at 12th

and F Streets



Alternative 3 - 13th Street to 15th Street

• Curb extensions/geometric changes to slow turns onto G Street
• East of 14th Street, two lanes remain to accommodate vehicle 

stacking at Starburst intersection
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